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“2-Kaicho”

Type A watermark is called the shaded watermark. 
A shaded watermark incorporates tonal depth and 
creates a grey-scale image. Instead of using a wire 
covering for the dandy sheet, the shaded watermark is 
created by areas of relief on the sheet’s own surface. A 
watermark is very useful in the examination of parchment 
because it can be used for dating, identifying sizes, mill 
trademarks and locations, and the quality of parchment.

On Black Background (24”x 36”)

Detail For Letters

Sukashi-Type B
“Filter”

Pattern Example 
- Cranes

Pattern Example
 - Leaves

Through the light (24”x 36”)

Through the light (24”x 36”)

Detail For Artwork

Wet parchment in a vat

This embossing is transferred 
to the natural fi bres, 
compressing and reducing 
their thickness in that area. 
Because the patterned 
portion of the page is 
thinner, it transmits more 
light through and therefore has a lighter appearance than 
the surrounding paper. If these lines are distinct and parallel, 
and/or there is no watermak, then the parchment is termed 
laid parchment. This method is called “fi ltered“

Design Example - Roses

Wet parchment in a vat

Block Copy Block Copy


